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History

Eliel Saarinen, along with his wife Loja, son Eero, daughter Pipsan, and son-in-law J.
Robert F. Swanson, founded a creative tradition at Cranbrook that endures to this day.
The Saarinens' fame and design philosophies attracted many of the brightest talents in the
architectural, design, and planning fields to study at Cranbrook or to work for their
businesses --- known variously as Saarinen and Swanson; Saarinen and Saarinen;
Saarinen, Swanson, and Saarinen; Swanson Associates; and Eero Saarinen & Associates,
depending upon the shifting union of the principals.

Recognizing that these associates possessed a wealth of information about the
architectural practices of Eliel and Eero Saarinen and the Swansons, the Cranbrook
Archives, under the direction of Mark Coir, organized a reunion of more than fifty
architects, model makers, draftsmen, and other members of the Saarinen circle at
Cranbrook. The reunion, held over the weekend of August 11-13, 1995, was the first
concerted attempt to capture recollections in a unified way, and it produced more than
eight hours of recorded reminiscences. Edited versions of these memories, along with
profiles of the attendees and archival photographs, are included in the reunion
proceedings.

Scope and Content of Collection

The collection consists of a variety of formats, including printed materials, audiotapes
and videotapes, computer disks and photographic materials. The collection is arranged in
three series: Correspondence, Reunion, and Proceedings.

The Correspondence series is alphabetically arranged and contains correspondence of
individuals who were invited to the reunion, who were connected to those invitees, or
who were involved in the planning of the reunion. Along with correspondence, the files
may include résumes, edited transcripts of remarks made during the reunion and returned
to Cranbrook as requested, and original or photocopied articles or other publications. Of
particular note is the file (1:20) containing personal correspondence of Eero Saarinen.
Photos included with correspondence were removed to the photograph collection, and
negatives are filed in the negative collection.

The Reunion series is chronologically arranged into subseries, and alphabetically
arranged within these subseries. It includes materials that directly relate to the planning,
execution, and funding for the reunion event itself. Fundraising and planning
correspondence; meeting agendas and notes; registration forms; attendees lists; financial
records; publicity materials; and post-reunion notes and publications are included in this
series.



The Proceedings series is chronologically arranged into subseries and alphabetically
arranged within these subseries. It consists of items concerned with the publication of the
Saarinen Swanson Reunion Proceedings. Grant information, applications and related
correspondence; transcripts of audio commentary from the reunion; biographies of
reunion speakers; financial records; page mockups and proofs; and copies of the book are
included.

Audiotapes of attendees’ remarks are located on four tapes located in the Audio Cassette
Tape Collection (1990-09). Fourteen U-Matic videotapes recorded during the reunion are
located in the Videotape Collection (1990-35), as is one VHS tape containing a post-
reunion production featuring archival photos, videotaped remarks by attendees, and
footage of Cranbrook. A CDROM contains electronic copies of some reunion
correspondence, fundraising, and the various edited drafts of the transcriptions. Also of
note on the CD is a file of the list of attendees with their dates of employment and a list
of major projects they worked on.

Related Collections

In addition to the listed established collections, Saarinen-related materials donated by
attendees and used in an exhibition at the reunion, as well as materials donated after the
reunion by attendees and non-attendees were arranged as distinct collections and are
included below.

George Gough Booth Papers (1981-01)

Cranbrook Academy of Art President’s Papers (1981-09)

Cranbrook Architecture Office (1989-01)

Swanson, J. Robert F. and Pipsan Saarinen Swanson Papers (1990-01)

Saarinen Family Papers (1990-08)

S. Glen Paulsen Papers (1991-25)

Olav Hammarstrom Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials (1995-19)
Jack M.Goldman Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials (1995-46)
Richard Lopacki Photo Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates (1995-48)
Lewis Zurlo Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials (1995-66)
John Mesick Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials (1995-67)
Claude DeForest Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials (1995-68)
L. Glen Abels Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials (1995-69)
Astrid Sampe Collection of Eero Saarinen Correspondence (1995-87)

Robert Ziegelman Slide Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates (1995-92)
Maurice Allen Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials (1996-34)
Roger Johnson Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials (1998-03)
Richard Shirk Collection of Eero Saarinen & Associates Materials



Box Number--Description

Box 1

Box 2

SERIES |

CORRESPONDENCE

Maurice Allen, Apr 1995-Apr 1999
Edmund Bacon, Apr 1995-Mar 1999
Doris Bassett, Jul 2000

Lillian Bauder, 1995

Raymond Bean, May 1999

Gunnar Birkerts, Mar 1995

Thomas Bosworth, May-Jun 1999
Gary Brown, May 1999

John Buenz, May-Aug 1999

Brian Carter, May 1999-Mar 2000
Neville Clouten, Apr-May 1999

Mark Coir, Dec 1995-June 1999

W. Kent Cooper, Jul 1995

Claude DeForest, Jul 1995

Allan Dehar, Aug 1995-Jun 1999

Jack Goldman, Apr 1995-Aug 1999
David Hoedemaker, n.d.

Nobuo Hozumi, May 1995-2001

Wes Janz, Jul 1995

Mark Jaroszewicz, May 1995-May 1999
John Jickling, May 1999

Roger Johnson, Apr 1995-Apr 1999
Kay Kaiser, Aug 1995-Feb 1998
Balthazar Korab, Feb 1996
Mary-Louise Lacy, Apr 1995-Jan 1996
Héléne Lipstadt, Apr-May 1995
George Matsumoto, Spring 1997-May 1999
Nancy Mechigian, Jan 1996-May 1997
Anthony Moody, Mar 1999-May 1999
Peter Papademetriou, Jun 1995-Oct 1997
Kamille T.H. Parkinson, Aug 1998
Glen Paulsen, Aug 1995-Oct 2001
César Pelli, Apr 1995-Oct 2001
Norman Perttula, May 1995-Jun 1999
Ralph Rapson, Aug 1995

Harold Roth, Aug 1995-Sep 2001
Lynn Smith, Jun 1997



Robert Saarinen Swanson, Apr 1999

Merle Westlake, Apr 1999

Gregory Wittkopp, Jun 1995-Dec 1998

Robert Ziegelman, May 1995-Jul 1999

Lewis Zurlo, Apr 1995-1999

General Correspondence, A-L, Apr 1995-Oct 2001
General Correspondence, M-Z, Apr 1995-Aug 1995

Nougs~wh PR

SERIES Il REUNION

8. Financial Records. Budget, 1995

9. Financial Records. Purchase Orders, Invoices, Payment
Requisitions, Jul-Oct 1995

10. Planning. Arrangements, Aug 1995

11. Planning. Attendees Lists, 1995

12, Planning. Committee Meeting Agendas and Notes, May-Jun 1995

13.  Planning. Committee Members List, 1995

14. Planning. Correspondence, Mark Coir, Apr-Aug 1995

15. Planning. Exhibit, n.d.

16. Planning. Fundraising Correspondence, Jun 1995-Jul 1995

17.  Planning. Notes, Mark Coir, Feb 1995

18. Planning. Notes, Mark Coir, n.d.

19. Planning. Publicity, Aug 1995

20. Planning. Registration Forms, 1995

21.  Planning. Staff Lists, 1995

22. Event Program, Aug 1995

23. Post-reunion Notes, Mark Coir, Jan 1996

24. Post-reunion Notes, Mark Coir, n.d.

25. Post-reunion Publications, Oct 1995-Apr 1996

SERIES Il SAARINEN-SWANSON REUNION PROCEEDINGS
26.  Fundraising. Correspondence, Graham Foundation, Dec 1995-
Sep 2001
217. Fundraising. Correspondence, Mark Coir, Nov 1995-Sep 2001
28. Fundraising. Grant Application, Guidelines, 1997-98
29.  Fundraising. Grant Application, Proposal to Publish, 1996

Box 3
1. Fundraising. Notes, Mark Coir, n.d.
2. Financial Records. Invoices, Apr 1996-Apr 1999
3. Financial Records. Purchase Requisitions, Purchase Orders,
Mar 1998-Aug 2001
4, Financial Records. Quotations, 1996-2001
5. Publication Correspondence, Mark Coir, Jun 1997-Aug 2001
6. Publication Distribution List, n.d.
Box 3 (cont’d)
7. Publication Final Proof, Aug 2001



SERIES 111
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

SAARINEN-SWANSON REUNION PROCEEDINGS
Publication Group Photo, Aug 1995

Publication Notes, Mark Coir, 1999

Publication Page Mockups, n.d.

Publication Participant Biographies, n.d.

Publication Printed Copies, 2001

Publication Proof, May 2001

Publication Proof, May 2001

Publication Transcripts, Organized by Speaker, Edited, n.d.
Publication Transcripts, Organized by Speaker, n.d.
Publication Transcripts, Thematically Arranged (unedited)
Publication Transcripts, Thematically Arranged (edited), Jul 2000
Transcripts (unedited) of Reunion, 1995

Multimedia



Index

A

Adams, Brewster, 2:6

Allen, Maurice, 1:1, 3:15, 3:16
Aalto, Alvar, 1;6

Arbor Press, 3:4

B

Bacon, Edmund, 1:2, 3:15, 3:16

Barr, J.,, 1:13

Bassett, Doris, 1:3

Bassett, Edward Charles, 1:3

Bassett, Florence Knoll, 2:6

Bauder, Lillian, 1:4, 2:14

Bean, Raymond, 1:5, 3:15, 3:16
Beckley, Robert, 2:10, 2:27

Bertoia, Harry, 2:3

Birkerts, Gunnar, 1:6, 2:27, 3:15, 3:16
Booth, George G., 1:35

Bosworth, Thomas, 1:7, 3:15, 3:16
Brauer, Robert, 2:6

Brown, Gary, 1:8, 3:15, 3:16

Buenz, John, 1:9, 3:15, 3:16

Building Conservation Associates, 1:12
Burley, Robert, 2:6

C

Carson, Ray, 2:10

Carter, Brian, 1:10

CBS Building, 1:17

Clark Graphics, 3:4

Clouten, Neville, 1:11, 2:10, 3:15, 3:16
Coir, Mark, 1:12

Cooper, W. Kent, 1:13

Concordia senior College, 1:33
Czamanske, Barbara, 2:27

D

Dawson, Stuart, 2:6

Deere & Compnay Administrative Center, 1:9, 1:33
DeForest, Claude, 1:14, 3:15, 3:16

Dehar, Allan, 3:15, 3:16
Christmas Story, 1:15



Hanger detail (sketch), 1:15
Diffrient, Nils, 1:20
Drake University, 1:22, 1:27
Dulles Airport, 1:5, 1:8, 1:13

E

Earle, Harley, 1:20

Eng, William, 2:6
Erickson, Paul R., 3:2
ESA Jazz Orchestra, 1:14

F

Finnish Architects, 1:10

First Christian Church, 1:12

Fitzgerald, Megan, 2:14

Fletcher, Norman, 2:6

Fundraising
Cummins Engine Foundation, 2:16
Graham Foundation, 1:24, 1:33, 2:27
Irwin-Sweeney-Miller Foundation, 2:16
Lawrence Technological University, 2:16
Michigan Humanities Council, 2:28
Portland Cement Association, 2:16
Pritzker Foundation, 2:16
University of Detroit-Mercy, 2:16
University of Michigan College of Architecture & Urban Planning, 2:16
Whitney, David M., Fund, 2:16

G
Gardner, William, 2:6
General Motors
Media Archives, 1:12
Reindeer, 1:12
Technical Center, 1:1, 1:12, 1:20, 1:30
Girard, Alexander,
Goldman, Jack, 1:16, 3:15, 3:16
Graham Foundation, 1:24, 1:33, 2:27

H

Hammarstrom, Olav, 1:22, 1:25, 2:6
Hawley, Robert, 2:6

Hochberg, Hugh M., 2:4
Hoedemaker, David, 1:17, 3:15, 3:16
Holleran, Bill, 1:12

Hozumi, Eriko, 1:30



Hozumi, Nobuo, 1:14, 1:18

I
IBM, 1:33
Ingalls Hockey Rink, 1:5

J

Jacobs, Dave, 1:17

Janz, Wes, 1:19

Jaroszewicz, Mark, 1:20, 3:15, 3:16
Jensen, Bill, 1:12

Jickling, John, 1:21, 3:15, 3:16
Johnson, Roger, 1:22, 2:3, 3:15, 3:16
Joyner, Louis, 1:12

K

Kaiser, Kay, 1:23

Kauper, Mary, 1:12

Kelleher, Michael, 1:12

Kettering Archives, 1:12

Knight, Richard, 2:6

Knddel, Gerhardt, 1:10

Kochis, Denise, 1:12

Korab, Balthazar, 1:10, 1:24, 3:15, 3:16
KTD Printing Associates, 3:3

L

Lacy, Mary-Louise, 1:4, 1:25

Last, Carla, 2:6

Legislative Palace — Quito, Ecuador, 2:6
Lipstadt, Hélene, 1:26

Loizon-Loizos, John W., 2:3

Lopacki, Richard, 2:6

M

Marfort, Carlos, 2:7

Matsumoto, George, 1:27, 2:23, 3:15
Mayo, Samuel B., 1:22

Mechigian, Nancy, 1:28, 3:3
Merkle, Jayne, 2:14

Messerschmidt, Betsy Abels, 1:22
Meteor Photo & Imaging, 3:2

Miller, Nancy, 1:12

Miller Residence, 1:22

Milwaukee War Memorial Center, 1:22
MIT Chapel/Auditorium, 1:20, 1:22



Mogridge, Andrew, 2:7

Moody, Anthony, 1:29, 3:15, 3:16
Moon, George, 2:7

Morris & Stiles College (Yale), 1:9

N
Nowicki, Matthew, 1:20

O
Obata, Gyo, 1:27
Olsabeck, Janet, 2:7

P
Papademetriou, Peter, 1:12, 1:23, 1:30, 2:14, 3:2, 3:3
Parkinson, Kamille T. H., 1:31, 3:2, 3:3
Paulsen, Glen, 1:32, 3:15, 3:16
Pelli, César, 1:33, 2:27, 3:15, 3:16
Pepi, Ray, 1:12
Perttula, Norman, 1:34, 3:15, 3:16
Petronas Towers, 1:33
Pritzker, Jay, 2:16
Publications
“Architectural Office Reunion a Big Success,” 2:25
Design of Cities, 1:2
“Saarinen Fest at Cranbrook,” 2:25

Q
Quiail, Sarah P., 2:26

R

Rapson, Ralph, 1:35

Rau, David, 2:7

Ray, Lee, 1:12, 2:7, 2:14, 2:27
Roche, Kevin, 1:33, 2:14, 2:27
Rodway, Em, 2:16

Roth, Harold, 1:36

S
Saad, Edward, 1:12
Saarinen, Eero
Correspondence, 1:20
Work methodology, 1:6
Saarinen, Eliel, 1:27, 1:35
Saarinen Drawings/Photographs Inventory, 2:7
“Saarinen Retrospective,” 1:12
Saarinen-Bergman, Susan, 1:32

10



Scientific American, 1:33

Smith, Hamilton Pike, 1:4

Smith, Jim, 2:3

Smith, Lynn, 1:37, 3:2, 3:3

Snyder, Patricia, 2:26, 2:27

Solomon, Richard, 1:24, 1:33, 2:26, 2:27
Staulter, Kyle, 3:4

Swanson, Pipsan Saarinen, 1:21, 3:18, 3:19
Swanson, Robert Saarinen, 1:21, 2:1
Swanson, J. Robert F., 3:15, 3:16, 3:18, 3:19
Sydney Opera House, 1:5, 1:11

T
Technical Industries, Inc., 3:2

Tengbom, Anders, 1:2

Thurber, Peter, 2:16

Torre, Susana, 1:26

Torrey Elementary School (Birmingham), 1:20
Troy Video Transfers, 3:2

TWA Terminal, 1:5, 1:22, 1:33

U

University of Michigan
College of Architecture & Urban Planning, 1:10
Institute for the Humanities, 1:19

U.S. Embassy — London, 1:16

V

Van Dyke, Piet, 1:14
Venturi, Robert, 2:7
Vincent, Adele, 2:16
Vogel, Stephen, 2:16
Von Moltke, Willow, 1:2
Vor Broker, Gwen, 2:16

w

Waissi, Gary R. 1:10

Westlake, Merle, 2:2, 3:15, 3:16
Wieber, Ryan, 1:22

Wittkopp, Gregory, 1:22, 2:3
Wright, Frank Lloyd, 1:27

Y

Yamasaki, Minoru, 1:20

Yares, Bob, 1:12

11



V4
Ziegelman, Robert, 2:4, 3:15, 3:16
Zurlo, Lewis, 2:5, 3:15

12



	SERIES II REUNION
	SERIES III SAARINEN-SWANSON REUNION PROCEEDINGS
	SERIES III SAARINEN-SWANSON REUNION PROCEEDINGS
	A
	B
	C
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K
	L
	M
	N
	O
	P
	Q
	R
	S
	T
	U
	V
	Y
	Z


